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Y00 TNG AVAOROTNONS ATOTELEL 1] O1EQEVVIOT TOV EVOEIEEWV %L TOV OPELOVS (IO T1) XOQT Y101 PUALL-
%0V 0E€mG. I'voto amd dexaeties, T0 QUAMXG 0EV wtoTELEL OVOVTIXATAOTOTO EQYUAEID OTT) PUQETOO TOV
Magvtijoa yia tnv opart €xpaon tng xvmong. AvaintiOnxrav peréreg ano to PubMed, to Medline »#ow T
Baon dedouévav tov Cochrane. IIAn0da ®ahd oyedaoUEVOV LELETOV DEIYVOUV OTL 1) CLOTNLATIXY] YOO1]-
YNON QUAALKOU OEEMS TQOYEVVITIX, LELDVEL TV ERPAVIOT] AVOUOMOV OLOTAGTENS TOV VEVQLXOV 0OAMIVE.
(AANX) aArd ®or AoV gvyyevev avopoiidv. Ov (AANX) meguhapfdvouv €va gved @pdope avopaiidv
ouamhaong Tov gufovov xar 1 guyvetnTa Tovg vroloyitetar oe 1/1000 ®uijoes. LTV avaoxroTnNon TOU
ax0AoVOEL TEQLYQAPETAL 0 QOLOS TOV (PUALIXOV 0EEWS TTT PUOLOAOYLXT] AVATTVEN TOV eufipvov, otny mado-

@uotoloyia Tov AANL, Ta TQOTELVOLLEVA GYNLLATO OQTYTOTS %Al TO QOA0 1iag VYLovg dLaTeops.

AéEeig xAetdid: puland 0ED, avmuahieg SLATAAONGS TOV VEUQLHOU OMANVA, CUYYEVEIS AVOROAES, TOGANYY

Ewayoyi

21076 TG TAEOVOUS UVUOROTNONG OTOTEAEL N OLe-
€UVNOY TOV RGOV TOU PUAMKOU 0EEmS otV Mat-
evtey. H entdoaon twv emmédmv tov puilnoi
0E€wg oV  €xPaon g xunong €yel diepevvnOel
ed nau apretéc dexaetiec. Mowrog o Wills! avri-
UETOTOE TNV ueyalofhootiry ovouie ®otd Ty
ninon ue m yonon exyviiopuatog poywdc to 1931.
AloL epevvnTéc ueAétnoay Ty Beparmeio g ueya-
AOPAAOTIRC avoupiag oty ®UNON ROl T OVOYETL-
oav pe v EMeNP QuAMXOU 0EEmC2.

Melétec mov OeveeynOnrav otig dexaetieg tov 50°

%o tov 60° odynoav oto cvumégaoua, GTL 1 XoN-
YNon euAMxoU 0EEme xoTd T dudoxeln TS ®UNoNg
ueLdveL v mbavomro EvOslag og QUAMKO 08U Rl
N XoeNyNon tov oto 20 xou 30 TiUNVo amoTéAEOE
ouvnBec mooinmuxd uétpo dMudowag vyeias. To
1970 to Apepuravind Zvupovilo Toopwv xot Ava-
To0PNc3 OUVEOTNOE TV TTOOPUAOKTINY YOO YNON
PUAAMKOU 0EEmg o€ Gheg Tig emitoneg (200-400 pg/d).
H mooaxtivn ot mov vioBetifnre oTLg avormtuooo-
UEVES YWOECS, UElWOE dQAUOTING TIC TEQUTTMOELS EN-
AePng QUAMZOU 0EEmS TTOU 00N YOUoOV OE UEYONO-
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Praotwn avawio. H mooyevvmuiri yooiiynon @ui-
Mxov 0E€mg noll ue oldneo petmdver vy mbavémra
avemdorelag ota Ovo mAEov ovvnBLoUEva LyvooToL-
¥eta Tov oyetiCovron ue wabohoyio g ®imong.
Mio emmhéov voBeom, oxeTilCOUeV UE TN QYoM
Tov UAMMXOU OEEmG, Texunouwnxe to 1990. Ta
TTOMG X EOVLO, OL EQEVVNTES VITOTTEVOVTALY T1) OVOYE-
TLON TOV XOUNA®@V emmTEdMV QUAMROY OSEmS %o
™S EUPAVIONS EUPOUIRDV AVOUAM®V, ELORGTEQ
avOUOAM®OY  JaTAdoEmS TOU  VEVQWOU CwARva
(AANZ)43. TTagohowtd, 1 CUOYETION auT) OEV emL-
Peforddbnue ueyor tg ayés tov 1990. Meydheg ue-
Aétec amEdelEay OTL 1) TOOYEVVNTIXY] YOQYYNON PUA-
MroU 0EEMC UELDVEL TV EUPAVION® MG ®ow TV
emaveppdvion’ tov AANZ.

To @uAlxo 0BV Ponbd oty magaywyr| xot daty-
onon Twv véwv xuttdomv. Elvar onuoavtird cvota-
TG 0€ TEQLOAOVS TTOV YOLQOUXTNOILOVTOL OTTO TaryE (o
nutton] dtalpeon xow ovAamTTuUEN (Y. eupouwr
na veoyvirn meiodog). Ot odnyieg amd emionuovg
opeic Anudolag YyLewvig avEnoay v evononrto-
to{non Tov yevirov TAnBuouol pe otéyo TV TEO-
Mym ovyyevav avoualov ortmg or AANE ue
¥ONoN QUALLXOU OEEmG.

Apnetéc uehéteg ovumépavay GTL 1 X0 yNon Qui-
Mxo¥ 0E€wge, notd ™V meQl v cUMNYY mepiodo,
Uwoel emiong va UELDOEL TOV %IVOUVO EUAVIONg
noL GAMMOY OVOUCAM®Y OTTWS AVOUAAMMY TS KAQ-
daco:8.9 tov ovpomomTkoio:10 gyLotiect 112,13 qy-
WOAM@DY TwV drEwVe %ol TUAMQUKNG OTEVmongl4,
“Exel virohoyioBel 611 oL Wwo€g amd auTég TG avm-
uaAieg umwoQouv vo TEOANEOoUY, €4V OL YUVOIXES
NG OVATTOQOY MYIXIE NARIOS RATOVUADVOUV LRAVT|
TOOOTNTA PUALXOU 0EEwG, elte u€ow S YOO YN-
ONG CUUTANQMUATMV €ite UEOM NG HATAVAA®ON
TOOPMV EUTAOVTIOUEVOV PE PUAMHKG 0EV1S:16,17,

Emdnuoroyia »ar xAngovomuxrdtnra otig
OVOURUALES OLATAATEOS TOV VEVQLXOV GOV

Ouv avouolieg oUyrAong ToU VEVELROU OCWAVA
amotehovv pelloveg ovyyevelc avoualiec mov
opelhovtal OtV amotuyio OUYRAMONS TOU VEVQLXOU
OWAMVO OTO OVATEQO 1] OTO RATWTEQO GXQO TOV UUE-
TaEV ¢ Toltng 7o T€tapmg efdouddoc uetd
oMY (nuéoa 26 €wg nuépa 28 uetd T oUAAY-
)18, O emmohaouds (0.5-4.0/1000 yevvnoeic) twv
AANZ petafdiietor oTig OLAQOQES YEMYQUPLRES
TEQLOYEC TOV TTAOVNTH XOL TTOQOVOLALEL UELOUEVY
emimroon (1.58/1000 yevviioews €mg 0.86/1000 yev-
VNOELS) avALOYC UE TNV OVOTTAQMWOT] TOU QUAMROU
oE€we om Owateogiil?. Ztic Hvwuéveg TTolteleg

o

AvooTtoodung »ot ouv.

™ Augpiic ot AANZ amoteAovv po oo TG ov-
vnO€otepeg ouyyevelc oavouoiies ue mO000TO
1/1000 yevviioeig20.

O %=ivOuvog emaVEUQAVIONS OVTAVOXAD TN YEVETLRY
71p0d1a0g0M OV VITONQEUITEL RAOE YEWYQOUPLXY| TTE-
owoy1]. YmohoyiCetow 6Tl 0 RIVOUVOS ETAVEUPAVLONS
Ue TV XONON PUALLXOU OEEMS UELDVETOL O€ TOOO-
016 1%. Ztov Kavadd n eugpdvion AANZ xotd
vévvnon pewwdnre omd 10/10.000 Carvra €upfova to
1991, o¢ 5.8/10.000 oto ovvolxrd aELBud yevviioewy
(Covta veoyvd rou evdountolor Bdvatol to 1999)21,
H mopatnpovuevn uelwon oty EUQAvVION Tmv
AANZ ogelhetan emiong omv avEavouevn yonon
TV doxLuaotdv TAnBuowoxic dtahoyic ue ™ yon-
o1 VITEQNY WV AAAD RO BLOYXNURDY OORLUAOLADY, TTOU
RATOAM)YEL OTY] OLOXOTTY TS KVNONG OTAV OVIYVEVE-
T wdoyov Eupovo. Exiong, oty ocvumijpwon twv
TOOPWV e PUAMKG 05U RABMS RO OTNY AVEAVOUE-
VN xeYjon Tolvprtapuvotywy oxevaoudtmy3L,

H mAéov ovvijOng autio tov AANZ elvou 1 tolvrto-
QUYOVTLXY] XANOOVOULRATNTO OAAGL RO XOWUOCMUOL-
TIEG, TEQOTOYOVES HOL UOVOYOVIOLOXES CULTIES TTOV
Oev €yxouv peletnBel emaprwe oe ox€on ue v €h-
Aewpm 1 ™ xooynon puilxot oE€we!s. OL ®voLo-
TEQEG aLtleg ovvopiCovtal otov mivoxra 1.

Avatgogn) zar uoLoroyia

To guind 08V elvar uio vdatodiodvty Prrauivy
Tov ovumAéypartog B. Zto avBonmivo €viepo vmdo-
XOUV Poxtiolo wovd yia ™ ouvOeon tou, olld oL
TOQAYOUEVES TOOOTNHTES €lvol eAdyLoteg now OV
ETTOLOROUV YLOL TLS NUEQTOLES avdy®ecZ2. Apa. M »ipLoL
iy QUAMIrOU 0E€wg elvar 1 Owatpogr]. Toogég
hovoLES 08 PUAMXO ElvoL Ta ONUNTOLOXAL, TO OTTOVAL-
%L, OL QPOKES, TOL OTAQAYYLOL, T WTCEALCL, TOL MOy OV AL
%o BouEeM®V, TaL TOQTORAALOL KOl TO XOAOUTTORL.
To uilnd 08V €yel dvo hertovpyiec. Amotelel ov-
véviuuo Yo tor Evivpa mov cuvBEtovy 1o DNA =ai
RNA, »now asatteiton yuo T WETATQOMY] TS OUORU-
oteivng oe uebovivy. Zto aQywd otddlo TS e~
Pourig avAamTuENS Ol OTTULTI|OELS O VOURAETHO O
%ol 0 TEWTEiveg elvor Wla{tepo avEnuéves xal
AVAAOYES EIVOL ROL Ol QUTOLTY|OELS O PUAMAKG OEV.
‘Otav 1o emimedo tov QUALXOD elval avemory, To
VOURAETHG OEEa OVOOTEAAOVTOL RAOWDS RO 1) TTALQCL-
voyi; DNA yuo TLg ®UTTOQIES TdOEIS22,

Mnyoviopog mteéinyng tov AANX

O oanopric TaBopUOLOAOYHAS UNYOVIOUOS TEOAN-
Yng tv AANZ uéom g Yo ynons guAlxov ogé-
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Hwadxags 1. Avayvwoiouéva voorjuata mwov oyeticovral ue AANZ

1.IToAvmaporyoviird.

Avouoalieg Tov petofohonon tg opoxvoteivng (MTHFR)

2.Movoyovidroxd.

Zivdpouo AR (acrocallosal)

2vvdpopo Cerebro-costo mandibular
ZUvopopo mav-rutapomeviag (Fanconi)

Zvvopopo Fraser

Zuvopouo Hydrolethalus

Zvvopopo Jarcho-Levin

ZUvdpopo Mechel-Gruber
2vvdpouo AD Waardenburg’s

3. Xpomuoomuxd.
Tourhogdia

Zuvopopo Miller-Dieker (deletion 17p13.3)

Towompia 9 (Lwoaionds)

Towowuia 13
Towowpio 18

Z0vdpopo child (petdhhakn tov yovidiov NSDHL X q 28)

4. Tepatoyova.

Eupovni| vrtepBeouio
Fetal alcohol syndrome

Zuvdpopo Fetal amineopterin/methotrexate
Zvvopopo-Fetal-valproate/ carbamazepine/maternal epilepsy
Soryao®dns dtapritng (TEolmdeyov/mEo-te CUMNYNG).

5. Ayviotov Attohoylog.

Laterality sequences

Caudal dysplasia sequence
Exotpogia g ®Aodxrng

Limb-body wall complex
MovoCluywtixy] ToAMiduUog ®inow.

g dev elvar yvmotdec. H nvpidtepn Bempia virootn-
oiCet 611 M evmdbela o AANE moxaheital Ao ye-
verrnd MiBog 010 ueTafoMound Tov uAAKOU 0EEmG
now Oyl orté drontnunty EMenpn tov. H vrté0eon av-
T VITOOTNEICEL GTL TO €UPEUO EYEL UELMUEVY TQOPO-
dooto o8 UAMXKG axrdua ®ot otay T emimeda Tov
010 aluo eivar guotoloyrd. ‘Otav o uetafolouds
TOV PUAMKROU 0EEmG elval EMATOUEVOCS, Ta emtimeda
OUOXVOTEIVNS avEdvovtal. Me autdy Tov ToOmo 1e-
tafdileton 1 dQaoTNOLOTNTO TWV TaQARATM EVED-
uwv: g ovvlBeTdong g ®votablovivng, g ovve-
tdone ™g uebovivng row me>10 ueBuvlnric tetpo-
vdpwng avaywydons. Ta amoteAéopoto ueretwv
€yovv OeiEeL GTL vTdEyeL ovoyETIoN ueTaEy g Aet-
TOVEYIOS TWV TOQATAV®D EVIUUWY XOL TG EUPAVL-
ong AANZ, xou vwooteiCovv v Bewplo dtL oL
AANZ gival ToMTaQAyOVTIXO OTOTELEOUN UE Pd-
01 YEVETIXA TEOGOLOQLOUEVO ENGTTMUO23:24,25,26,27,

Mio Mydtepo amodexty Bempia vitooTnilel ATL M)

uetowon mg epupdvions AANZ pe ) yoron Quiixoy
0EEMC elval AmOTEAEOUOL TG EXAEXTIRNG OTTOPOANG TV
VOOOUVTOV EUSEUMV TTOV TTEOROAEL TO uAMXKG 028,

AmoteleopoTindTnTo TS X00NYNONS QUAAL-
%#0VU 0E€mg EvavtL tov AANX.,

To vrovpyeio Yyelog twv HITA 1o 1992 eE€dwoe
odnyia yuo yuvaireg avamapaymyig nxriag (15-
44 g1¢hv) omov ovviotdtan nuegnota Teooinyn 0.4
mg QuUAKOU 0EEmg. To 1996 1 Aueowavixy Y-
oeota ITpoinmuniic Iatouryic USPSTF eE€dwoe ma-
oouot. odnyio Paolouévy Ot OTTOTEAEOUATO LEY -
g tuyowomomuévng nehémg (RCT)O. H perét av-
™ €0e1Ee otaToTvd onuovtky pelwon twv AANX
o€ yuvaixeg €merta and yoonynon 0.8 mg guikinov
0E€mg oV meEL-TN-oUMIYN Tepiodo (€va unva
O Al TEOYQAUUATLOUEVY, oUMMYT). Ou ovyypa-
eig ratéyoapay Eva megrotatind AANZ og tinOv-
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oué 3056 emtormy wov eAAUPOVOY PUAMKG 05U Eva-
viL evvéa meprototxav oe 3056 emitoreg mov dev
Toug yoonyovvtayv. H duopopd autn moapéuewve on-
uovtr €xeto oo otoTonny diepBwon Yo Tov To-
%0, TNV TTOQOVC(0L YOOVIWY VOOUATWY %L TO LOTOQL-
%00 guPEuIroU BavdTou ®ow ovyyevoUs avmuaiiog.
To 1995, o Shaw xau ovv ot uehétn TOVS aAvoroi-
vooav oxetwro xivduvo OR = 0.65 (CI, 0.45 €wg
0.94) ue ™ xoNnon ovuTANE®UATWY PUAMROU 0EEMG
TOElg UNves mEGS ™ oUAMMMYM 4. Mixpdtepn uehét
OV ototoTivd  dL6EBmvE g TEOS T drouTnTLny
TEOOAMPY PUAMROU 0EEMS, avapEQeL OYeTRS Riv-
duvvo OR = 0.55 (CI, 0.25-1.22) yio v naOnueQt-
v xorjon »aw OR = 0.92 (CI, 0.55- 1.55) ywo et~
OoTOolOXY YONON OVUWTANQMUATWY TTOU TTEQLELY ALY
QUAMMXO 08D, Oa meémet va onuelmBel Sumg GTL %ol
ta. Ovo amotehéouata dEV TOQOVOLALOVY OTUTLOTL-
1| onuavtreTTad.

To Timua g emaveupdvions twv AANX epeuvy-
Onxre amd Oumhy] TvpA] ueAETn oty ool oVUUETEL-
yov 1195 vymhov xivduvou »unoels amd 33 xwévipa
avapopdc. To mooootd vtotpomiic Ntav 1% évavt
3.5% ot emitoneg mwov eAdupavay 4 mgr QUALROU
0E€wg PO ™S OUVAAMMYPMG oL YO TIG TOWTES EEL
efdouddes e vinong’. Ze peta-ovdlvon 13 uele-
tv artd tov Wald »ow ovv30 mov oElohoyel v
¥ONon ovuTANEwUdT®mV QUAMXOU 0EEmS, palveTal
OTL T0 OEAOC elval peyaliteQo og TANBVoUOUS emL-
TORWV UE YOUNAY TEQLEXTIXOTNTA PUAMXOU OEEmG
oto atpo. H pehém ovumepaivel 1L  docoloyia,
0€ YUVA{XES TOV TEOYQOUUATICOVY €yrUNOOTVY, Bal
TEEMEL VoL Elvol S mgr MUEENOLmC.

H yonon touv gpuixrot oEéwe pewmver tig AKNE,
odd ronw T véa dedouéva (2006) amd to OvrdoLo
mov emeSepydobnre n ouddo Motherisk31  Oei-
xvouv Ot 10 40% TOV YUVAIROV OVOTTOQAYWYIXNS
nuxriag eupaviCovv enimeda puAlMxoU OTo aluo ui-
xpotepa twv 900 nmol/L xaw ov o€ amd auTég emi-
mteda vdtm Tmv 700 nmol/L. AE(Cel va onuelwbei 6t
ta 900 nmol/L elvo 1 ehdyLot) astaitnon Yo to-
otaoio €vovt tov AANZ32, Me fdor avtd to dedo-
uéva vmoroyiCetonw 6w 200.000 Kavadéc emitoneg
€yovv VITOAELTOUEVT TTROOTOOTO EVavTL TV AANZE.

O ovyyeoves KatevBuvenoteg Odnyieg
Tov Atedvav Emotnuovirov Evooeov

To 2003, to Apeouraviré Kohéyio Matevtixnng »ou
Ivawrohoyiag avabedonoe maloudtegn odnyia
TOV ROl OUVIOTA TTAEOV TN YOO YNOY] CUUITANQWUCL-
105 PUAMMXOU 0EEmS (0.4 mg) Yo OAeS TIg yuvaineg
OVOTTOQOY WY IXHS NAMriog33,

o

AvooTtoodung »ot ouv.

H Augowoavien Axadnuia Owoyeveroxng lotowmng
(AAFP) ouviotd yio T ehevBepeg LOTOQLHOU
AANZ yuvaizeg mou emBupovv texvomoLia ™ Yo-
017yNon uAlxov 0EEme oe dooohoyia amd 0.4 €wg
0.8 mg nuepnoiwg. H B emomuovinn etoupio
ouviotd T xoorynon 0.4 mg guhlxol o€ OAeS TG
YUVOIRES OVOITOQOY WYLRNG NAniag34,

H Auepouwovizy Axadnuion Owoyeveloxric lTotourng
%O OL TTEQLOOOTEQES ETMOTNUOVIRES EVAIOELS CAMV TWV
XWEWV OUVLOTOUV TN X0oNynon 4 mg gullxov 0EEmg
NUEENOLMG O€ YUvalreS L LoToowo eupfovov AANZ.
Téhog n Aueowovinyy Aradnuio TToudiorroiriig3s:30
xal 1 Apepuraving Axadnuio Nevpohoyiog37 ouvi-
otovv N xdbe uia m docohoyio 0.4 mg uAlrOU
0E€mC 08 OMEC TG YUVOUKES OVOTTAQAYWYLRNG NAL-
%nlog ®abdg oNUOVTIXG TOCOOTS THV KUNOEWV OV
€(VaL TEOYQAUUATIOUEVEG.

To 6¢gerog Tov PUALZOV 0EEmg EvavTL gUYYE-
VOV avopolMav tégav tov AANX

To @uAMxG 0BV TEOOPEQEL TOOTOOTO EVOVTL OUY-
YEVAOV AVOUOMDV OTTWS 0L ROQOLOKES, TOU OVQOTTOL-
NT®OU CUOTHUATOS, TWV CYLOTLMV, TN TUAMOIXNG
OTEVOONG %O TMV OVOUCMOV TOV AxEmvo:8:12,14,29.40
Tov ovpomomTrou3s 10 gyiotiect L1213 avmuahies
TOV AxEWVE o TUAWEIRYS otévmongl4,

SUyyoovn avoaoxommon g Ployoagiacd® mov
eE€10.08 TOV TEOOTATEVTIKY ETIOQOON TOV PUAMAKOU
0E€mg VToAGYLoE TNV ardhovOn ueimwon:
Kapdwayyelanée avoparies: (OR case-controls
0.78;]0.67-0.92] cohort/RCT 0.61[0.40-0.92]).
Avopoliec  tov  dxpwv: (OR  case-controls
0.48;[0.30-0.76] cohort/RCT 0.57[0.38-0.85]).
Sywotieg g vmepwog:  (OR  case-controls
0.76;]0.62-0.93] cohort/RCT 0.42[0.06-2.84]).
ZYLOTIES TOV TQOOWITOV UE 1 Y WIS OYLOTIOL TNG VITE-
(JOlvie (OR  case-controls  0.63;[0.54-0.73]
cohort/RCT 0.58[0.28-1.19]).

Avopolieg Tov ovpomomtirov: (OR case-controls
0.48;[0.30-0.76] cohort/RCT 0.68[0.35-1.31]).
Svyyevic  vdpoxregolio:  (OR  case-controls
0.37;]0.24-0.56] cohort/RCT 1.54[0.53-4.50]).

Agv maaTnOONKe TEOOTATEVTIRG ATTOTELEOUN UE-
oW TS YOO YNONS PUAMKROU 0EEMS EVOVTL TOU OUV-
dpduov Down, »at g TuAmEriig OTEVmong.

Tvunegdopata,
Yrdoyel T80 aodelEemy GTL 1| CUOTNUOTLXRY YO-

OMYNON PUAMHOU OEEMS TOOYEVVNTIXG UELDVEL TNV
eupadvion AANZ aAhd now GAAOV CUYYEVHV AVOUO-

o
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MV, ‘Onmg meQryQdpnxe VITGEYOVY COXETES OLUPO-
QETHES OTEUTNYXES YO TN XOQIYNON TOU UAAXOU
0E€mg %o 1 emhoyn Toug Oa eEamnOel ovupmva e
ToVv TAnBuoud Tov otoyeveL M) TAEEUSAON.

Koutinrg onuaotog amotehet 1 avayxn evoicdnto-
moinong tov yuvouxetov tinbuouov ov Poloretan
0€ aVaToQOymY] NMxio yiow To. OQENY TS TEO-
YEVVIIULRNG Y0O1YNONS QUAMXOU 0EEme. OL TQOQEg
mhovoLeg 0 QUAMKS €xouvv MO avagepbel oty
TALEOVOO OVAOROTNON).

T v %00’ MuUEa #Avir TEAXTLRY  CUVIOTOUUE
™ Y001 YNon tovihdyiotov 0.4 mg puilol €mg 1
mg ,08 OAES TLS YUVOURES AVATTAQOYWOYLRNG NAxiog
1OONUEQLVA, TOELS UVES TTRO TS CUAMNYMGS, RaOOAN
™ dudoxreln ™ #inong rou ot Aoyela yia 4 €wg 6
ePOouddec 1 600 duapxrel 1 yarovyio. o ) TEOAN-
YN ETVOVEUPAVIONS CUYYEVAV OVOUOMAV ®ot AANX
omawtovvrar 5 mgr gulxot oE€mg TEo g OUMN-
Yng rou Yo tg ewteg 12 efdouddeg me vimons. lNa
TO VITOAOLTO dLdoTUC, THS ®UMONS ®oL TS Aoyelag
amawtetton 0.4 €og 1 mgr QuAlxov oE€we. Tnv da
docohoyia YOeLGCoVTOL ROl OL ETITORES VYNAOU KLv-
dvvou pe voooug Ommg M emMppio, 0 CoxyaOMING
dwafnng, n mayvoaprio. (BMI > 35 kg/m?).

ATO TV LATOUXY] ROLVOTITOL OITOLTETAL 1) EVUEQMON
TOV YEVIXOU TTANBUOUOU L0l TAL OQENT TS XOONYNONS
PUALIZOU OEEMG, 1 EVIOMLON TWV ETLTORMV VPNAOD
wvOUVoU, 1 TOQEUPOON UE POOUAXEVTIRYG CrymyN
%o 1 Muoveyia dLodraoLdv eAEYYOU Lo TV EXTI-
uNoN TNG ATOTEAEOUATIRGTNTOS TS TAQEUPOONC.
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Summary

Neural tube defects (NTD) include a wide range of
congenital anomalies. Their incidence is estimated as
1/1000 pregnancies. This review identifies the indica-

o

tions and the benefits of the prenatal administration
of folic acid. For decates, the folic acid has served the
Obstetricians as a valuable tool in order to achieve a
positive pregnancy outcome. A plethora of well de-
signed studies suggest that the systematic administra-
tion of folic acid prenatally decreases the incidence
of NTD as well as other congenital anomalies. We
reviewed the literature through a thorough search in
the PubMed, the Medline and the Cochrane Data-
base. This review describes the physiologic role of
folic acid in the fetal development, its role in the
pathophysiology of the NTDs, the recommended
dosage regimen and the role of a healthy diet.

Key words: folic acid, neural tube defects, congenital anom-
alies, prevention
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